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First Things First 

*Pray for the Holy Spirit to be working through your discussion to further transform you into  

  the likeness of Christ.  

*Read Mark 10:1-12 together.  

 

Getting Started  

1. While the Bible portrays marriage as good, we also know that by nature marriage is hard. Why is 

marriage hard? In what ways is marriage still good even though it is hard and tainted by sin?  

 

2. Pastor Ty suggested that one of the dominate reason that people divorce is because they have 

given their allegiance to self-fulfillment. Do you agree? Why or why not? How might a 

preoccupation with self-fulfillment actually deteriorate our fulfillment in the end? 

Back to the Book 

3. What can we learn from Mark 10:6-8 about God’s design and intent for marriage?  

 

4. Consider Ephesians 5:22-33. How does this passage help us further understand the significance 

of marriage? What is marriage meant to portray?  

 

5. As Jesus reflected on Genesis 1:27 and 2:24 (Mark 6-9), what conclusion did He draw about 

God’s ideal for marriage? What happens when we attempt to separate what God has joined 

together (see vs. 11-12).  

Taking it to Heart 

6. Jesus said that the reason Moses spoke to the issue of divorce was because of their hardness of 

heart (vs. 5). What can we do to guard against progressive hardening of our hearts in marriage?  

 

7. Consider this quote by Paul David Tripp: “We forget that God’s primary goal is not changing our 

situations and relationships so that we can be happy, but changing us through our situations and 

relationships so that we will be holy.”
1
 How might this perspective impact the way we respond 

to circumstances or conflict in marriage?  
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 Paul David Tripp. Instruments in the Redeemer’s Hands. Pg. 241.  



Taking the Truth to Life 

8. How might his passage (within its wider context) apply to couples that are characterized by 

relatively healthy, stable marriages?  

 

9. How might this passage apply to those whose marriages are suffering?  

 

10. When we keep in mind that marriage is a portrait of the union between Christ and the church, 

what hope might we offer to believers who have been through divorce?  

 

Prayer Points 

  *As you pray, remember that apart from Christ we can do nothing, but with Him all things are 

possible!
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 Bearing One Another’s Burdens:  

� Share some ways that you can pray for each other regarding the challenges and 

blessings of daily life that you are currently experiencing. 

� Specifically pray that God would bless each person with the desire to grow in holiness 

and the resolve to fight sin. Pray that God’s Spirit will so work through the Word in your 

life to put sinful habits to death.  

TEFC Family Life: 

� Pray for the neighborhoods surrounding Eastwood Park who received Bibles & gospel 

materials. 

� Pray for the Pernu family (loss of Steve’s dad), Dillon Clark (diabetes), Dale Brehe (Beth 

Johnson’s uncle—terminal mass on brain). 

� Pray for God’s unique provision for our building expansion. 

Missions: 

� Pray for wisdom in finding practical ways to serve our community that open doors for 

the gospel. 

� Pray for ministries of John & Wendy Gerhardt (Urban Impact—New Orleans) & Anchor 

Point church to be strengthened in the work of the gospel. 

� Pray for persecuted believers around the world to experience God’s provision, care, and 

boldness in the Word.  
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